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Where to find further guidance? 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Quality%20Assurance/btec-centre-guide-to-plagiarism.pdf
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What is Plagiarism?



What Actions Constitute Plagiarism?

Paraphrasing – Where the context stays the 
same, but a few words are changed, or the order 
is swapped around to make it look like their own 
work. Failure to give credit to the original work. 

Collusion/Subcontracting – Unauthorised
sharing of work between a cohort, friends, 
siblings. Subcontracting someone to compete the 
work for you or using a ghost-writing service.  

Direct Quotes and Verbatim – Direct quotes 
that are not referenced accordingly or passages 
of text copied verbatim with no 
acknowledgement to the original author. 
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Cutting and Pasting from the Internet/AI 
Sources/Copying directly from Books - Directly 
copying material from an online/Physical source 
without referencing or citing appropriately. 

Submitting the same piece of work for two 
different purposes - Trying to submit the same 
piece of work across two different courses or 
purposes is considered academic misconduct. 
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Inaccurate citation — Not following the rules that 
are set regarding referencing and citation, both 
within text and part of a reference list/bibliography. 
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Why is Plagiarism Wrong and Why does it 
Happen?
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Learners are seeking an unfair 
advantage over peers

Learners are devaluing the 
value of the qualification they 
seek.  

It is disrespectful to the 
assessors, and a betrayal of 
their trust.  

It is fundamentally dishonest01
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of failure

Nothing wrong with doing it

I’m unsure how to reference 
appropriately
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Lack of Understanding

The course is too difficult

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Quality%20Assurance/Plagiarism-Factsheet.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Quality%20Assurance/Plagiarism-Factsheet.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/Support/Quality%20Assurance/Plagiarism-Factsheet.pdf
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Identifying Plagiarism 
and the Impact
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The options for discovering examples of plagiarism are vast;

1. Using basic internet search i.e. by entering a section of the suspected text into a search 
engine

2. Sharing good practice; especially in support of any new staff – you know your learners, 
their ability to read, interpret and reflect on sources of evidence – and how they word 
things.

3. Look for unfamiliar words, use of grammar, American spellings, different text/fonts

4. Pay attention to those learners who perform well in coursework, but much less well in 
exams and tests. 

How to Identify Plagiarism



Minimising the 
risk of Plagiarism

The most important thing you can do is contribute to a culture in which 
learners do not consider plagiarism an option. 
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Develop Clear policies and 
procedures

Publish Information about 
plagiarism

Vary Assessment Methods

Share Concerns TOP TIPS Clear assessment planning
. 

Teach learners to reference 
appropriately

Provide ongoing support 
for study skills

Produce contextualised 
tasks



How to Build Learner Confidence 

9

Effective 
Induction

Subject Specific 
Activities –
Referencing

Promote Time 
Management

Feedback & 
Annotations

Plagiarism 
Checkers/AI 

Detection
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What is 
Generative 
AI and 
what are 
the risks? 
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Discuss and Engage with AI

• Update your centres malpractice/plagiarism 
policy to include AI use.

• Communicate the use of AI effectively with 
students. Make them aware of the appropriate 
and inappropriate use. 

• Ensure teachers/assessors are aware of AI 
tools, their risks and possible detection tools. 

• Ensure that all students and assessors sign the 
updated submission declarations found on the 
BTEC Assessment Record Sheet. This now 
includes AI. 

• Discuss at centre level the use of originality 
checking and plagiarism software that can 
support detection of the use of AI. 

Misuse

• Copying and/or paraphrasing sections from AI 
generated content. 

• Copying and/or paraphrasing whole responses 
from AI generated content. 

• Not acknowledging AI tools when producing 
assessment content. 

• Submitting work with incomplete or missing 
bibliographies. 

• Overreliance on technology – Diminishing the 
importance of critical thinking. 

Misuse and Engagement/Discussion of AI

https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fqualifications.pearson.com%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fpdf%2FSupport%2FQuality%2520Assurance%2Fbtec-assessment-record-template.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
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Plagiarism & AI

Questions for you to consider and discuss with 
your peers

Is Plagiarism and AI covered in your learner handbook 
and through induction?

Are discussions revisited throughout the year?

What do your policies say about plagiarism/AI and the 
consequences?

Are you aware of Generative AI and it’s uses? 

What is your policy if a learner does plagiarise or use 
AI for assessment? 

Are you clear on what the BTEC Vocational Rules are 
on plagiarism?
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Practical Application

Supporting materials include a Practical 
Application activity which we recommend 
you use to apply the knowledge gained 

from this recording.

This is a good tool to use across your team 
to confirm understanding.
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Sources of Support 
and Information
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Pearson Quality Advisor Team

The Home of 
Quality Assurance

Please Note: Chat with an 
Expert – quick link to make 
direct contact with our team

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/quality-nominees.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/quality-nominees.html
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HOW TO CONTACT SUPPORT TEAMS IN PEARSON
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